Use of the post-insertion method for the formation of ligand-coupled liposomes.
A new technique is described for the formation of ligand-targeted liposomes that can be used with whole antibodies, antibody fragments, peptides or other ligands. The ligands are coupled to polyethylene glycol micelles and then transferred in a simple incubation step from the micelles into the outer monolayer of pre-formed, drug-loaded liposomes. This versatile method allows a combinatorial approach to the design of targeted liposomes that minimises manufacturing complexities, allowing a variety of ligands to be inserted into a variety of pre-formed liposomes containing a variety of drugs. This allows the ligand-targeted therapeutics to be tailored to the needs of individual patients.